Minutes
ODSA General Business Meeting

Thursday, March 29 and Friday, March 30, 2007

Doubletree Warren Place, Tulsa
2007 Conference

President Deborah Evers called the meeting to order at 12:00pm. A quorum was determined.

Adoption of the Agenda
Cheryl Dorris moved to adopt the agenda. 

Al White moved to amend the agenda. He suggested changing the voting time to 5:30-6:00pm to allow more time to produce the ballots. Al White also moved to change the voting location from suite 834 to the Parkview East Room. There was discussion. Deborah Evers moved to adopt the amended agenda. Crystal Perkins-Stell seconded. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Deborah Evers moved to approve the minutes of the previous business meeting. Amber Mitchell moved to amend the minutes. Line five of the Presidents’ report should read meaningful. Amy Cowden moved to approve the minutes as amended. Mary Lawler seconded. Motion carried.
Officers’ Reports
President- 
Deborah Evers announced that she was honored to represent ODSA as President and that she is pleased to continue the work of Barry Lofton as Past President. She has attended numerous events over the past year to represent Oklahoma and ODSA. Two hundred and nine members attended the 2006 ODSA Conference in Oklahoma City. One hundred and ten ODSA members attended the 2006 SWASAP Conference and twenty-two members attended the Policy Seminar in Washington, D.C. Deborah said that it had been a wonderful honor and privilege to serve in this position.  
President Elect-

Lori Wieder thanked everyone for attending the conference. There are 160 individuals in attendance. The Fall Summit was a big success. Twenty-nine members attended, each paying a thirty dollar registration fee. Workshops included FERPA Training and True Colors Training. Lori has been honored to represent ODSA at the Policy Seminar and at board meetings.
Past President-

Barry Lofton directed the membership to read his report at their convenience. 
Michael Shelton called Barry recently about an Oklahoma State House Resolution to support TRiO. Mr. Shelton said that he needed at least ten to fifteen ODSA members present on the House floor when the Resolution came up for a vote. Barry agreed to find some members to represent TRiO, and then found out that he needed them by the next day. In a panic, Barry began making calls. In the end, thirty-two members showed up at the state capitol to represent TRiO. Margarita Garza, Director of Student Support Services at Texas Christian University in Texas, and John Tucker, SWASAP President and Director of Student Support Services at National Park Community College in Hot Springs, Arkansas had board members in attendance in the House gallery. It was a wonderful show of support.
Secretary-

Sarah directed the membership to read the submitted report located inside the conference booklet.
Treasurer-

Francie Moss thanked the membership for keeping up with invoices. The accountants’ report was not ready before the printing of the conference booklets, so she has copies if anyone would like one. The accountant found no problems with the ODSA books. All fees are paid except TRiO Day, which is great. If the membership has any questions they should feel free to call her. The ODSA financial records are open and may be viewed at anytime.
SWASAP Representatives-

Diane Walker-

Diane will give both SWASAP Representative reports since Michele Claxton could not attend due to illness. Diane explained that there were two SWASAP Representative positions. Diane was one representative and she chaired the Scholarship Committee. Michele Claxton was the other SWASAP Representative and she chaired the TRiO Day Committee. Whoever was elected to replace Diane as SWASAP Representative would be in charge of scholarships. 
Michele Claxton-Absent
Deborah Evers added that Michele was on the SWASAP By-Law Committee. The committee is planning to update the by-laws and put them to a vote at the SWASAP Conference in November. The membership is encouraged to go to the SWASAP and ODSA websites to read and make suggestions for changes of the current SWASAP By-Laws. For more information contact Michele Claxton. The committee will meet again in May to put together some changes in preparation for the November meeting. Deborah Evers would be available to answer any questions. 
Public Relations Coordinator-
Tony Lehrling encouraged the membership to email him with any questions or concerns about the website. He is working on the directory. Some people are not on the directory but are ODSA members and some of the people on the directory are not ODSA members. Please update this information. At the Policy Seminar Tony was made aware of a brochure for Texas TRiO Programs. He likes the idea of Oklahoma having one as well. Tony will work on it.
Historian-

Deborah Godwin thanked the membership for allowing her to serve as a board member. She stated that it was good experience and that she learned a lot. Deborah chaired the Newcomers Session. Twenty-one newcomers attended. She asked that those newly employed with TRiO stand to be recognized. Deborah thanked the panelists for their help. She had eleven panelists in all. 
Committee Reports
State Initiative:

Al White encouraged the membership to reach out to the newcomers and offer them support. 
ODSA ELI:

Brina Ford said that serving as ELI Chair has been a joy. It is so important for participants to get involved. She asked the ELI participants to stand and be recognized. 
Walter O. Mason Education Foundation
Bennie Boykin asked that the other members of the WOM Board please stand so that they can be applauded for their efforts. Board members are Deborah Binkley-Jackson, Evelyn Martin, Danny Hurst, Debi Boettcher, Michele Claxton, and Pat Sutton. Walter O. Mason is important to TRiO history. Many people know the name but not the legacy. The Walter O. Mason Education Foundation started out with just a few contributions and now has over $85,000. Five scholarships are given to students in each of the five states in our region. Bennie would like to increase the scholarships awarded. WOM is in need of revitalization. If the membership has any questions concerning any aspect of the WOM Foundation, please ask. The foundation is in the process of improving communication with the membership to insure that many deserving students will receive scholarships.
TRiO Day 2007:

Diane gave the report on Michele’s behalf. TRiO Day was a huge success. 
Scholarship:

Diane announced that the scholarship committee had awarded one Walter O. Mason Scholarship. Three students were awarded SWASAP Scholarships in the amount of three-hundred and fifty dollars each. Five ODSA Scholarships were awarded in the amount of three hundred dollars each. Diane thanked the membership for allowing her a chance to serve.

ODSA Fair Share:

Barry Lofton announced that Sky Ranch had donated money to the silent auction by buying two TRiO Day shirts for one hundred dollars each. They would like the t-shirts to be signed by the membership so they can be framed. 
Oklahoma is at seventy-four percent of their Fair Share. ODSA sold t-shirts at the SWASAP Conference, earning thirteen hundred and fifty dollars and completely selling out of shirts. This year ODSA order two hundred and fifty shirts, next year we are ordering five hundred. It was a great success. Thank you Brina Ford for designing the wonderful t-shirts.

Only three schools, with five programs, do not have institutional memberships for Equality. It would help greatly if all programs had institutional memberships. Federal funding can be used to pay for Equality subscriptions. Please talk to your schools about getting on board.

So far $52,000 has been raised for Fair Share, with the goal at $77,000. June 30th is the deadline for raising funds. The silent auction earned eighteen hundred dollars that will be sent to COE. Oklahoma is doing very well this year with Fair Share. We need to work together to get to 100%. 
Alumni:

Kris Simpson expressed the need for alumni to support our programs. She had the committee stand and be recognized. 312312312
Nominations/Elections:
Chairman Al White announced that only nominations will be taken from the floor. No other comments will be recognized. This will be a fair nomination and election process.

There were no nominees for President Elect.
There was one nominee for Treasurer:

Francie Moss, Upward Bound at Oklahoma State University-OKC

There was one nominee for Historian:

Amy Cowden, Talent Search at Rose State College

There were two nominees for SWASAP Representative:

Brina Ford, Talent Search at Southeastern Oklahoma State University

Michael Cozart, Upward Bound at Redlands Community College

Al stated that he still needed documentation of eligibility for a few of the nominees. The documents were brought to the podium by the nominees and verified by Mr. White.

Al now opened the floor for nominations for the position of President Elect. 

Cheryl Dorris nominated Mary Huckleberry, Director of Veterans Upward Bound at East Central University. Ms. Huckleberry accepted the nomination. The necessary documents were brought to the podium. Al verified Ms. Huckleberry’s eligibility.

Al now asked if there were additional nominations from the floor. Crystal Perkins-Stell nominated Deborah Binkley-Jackson, Student Support Services at the University of Oklahoma. Ms. Binkley-Jackson accepted the nomination. The necessary paperwork was brought to the podium and verified by Mr. White.

Al asked if there were any additional nominations from the floor. After receiving no response from the floor, nominations for President Elect were closed.

There were now two nominees for President Elect:

Mary Huckleberry, Director of Veterans Upward Bound at East Central University
Deborah Binkley-Jackson, Student Support Services at the University of Oklahoma
Al asked if there were any nominations from the floor for the other positions. After receiving no response from the floor, nominations were closed. Each candidate had a chance to speak to the membership.

Bennie Boykin moved to elect the uncontested candidates by acclamation. Mary Lawler seconded. Motion carried.

Al reminded the membership that voting would take place in the Parkview East Room from 5:30-6:00pm today and that their membership card or receipt would be needed to verify they were a member in good standing. Al also wanted to thank Sheree Hukill, Kirk Rushing, Tony Lehrling, and Carlos Rodriguez for volunteering to help with the voting. 

Al also announced that ODSA members that needed to vote by absentee ballot should meet with him after the session. 
Cheryl Dorris moved to recess until Friday, March 30, 2007, immediately preceding Plenary Session IV. Barry Lofton seconded. Motion carried.

The session reconvened Friday morning, March 30, following remarks made by Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins.

Kris Simpson moved to reconvene. Cheryl Dorris seconded. Motion carried.

Cheryl Dorris moved to adjourn the meeting. Deborah Godwin seconded. Motion carried.

Adjournment: 10:20am
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