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College Choices Are Limited for Students From Needy Families, Report Says

By STEPHEN BURD 

Washington

Most students from low-income families never consider going to college, and those who do tend to go to community and for-profit colleges, according to a report released on Tuesday by the Pell Institute for the Study of Opportunity in Higher Education. 

Officials at the Pell Institute say that the report, "Indicators of Opportunity in Higher Education," is the first of what will be an annual look at the ability of needy students to go to college and graduate. The institute is part of the Council for Opportunity in Education, which lobbies on behalf of the federal TRIO programs for disadvantaged students. 

"This is the first national report of its kind that measures available opportunities for low-income students to access and succeed in higher education," said Arnold L. Mitchem, the council's president. "It clearly illustrates that our nation must take steps right now to seriously expand programs that improve access to higher education so that we can open the doors of postsecondary education for all students." 

Using data collected by the Higher Education Research Institute at the University of California at Los Angeles in its annual survey of college freshmen, the report examines where students at different economic levels are going to college. It found that, in recent academic years: 

· At community colleges, 20 percent of all students were from families with annual incomes under $25,000, 59 percent were from families earning $25,000 to $74,999, and 21 percent were from those making $75,000 and above. 

· At private two-year institutions, 22 percent of all students were from the lowest-income group, 50 percent were from the middle-income group, and 28 percent were from the highest-income group. 

· At public four-year colleges, 11 percent were from the lowest-income group, 48 percent were from the middle-income group, and 41 percent were from the highest-income group. 

· At private four-year colleges, 8 percent were from the lowest-income group, 35 percent were from the middle-income group, and 57 percent were from the highest-income group. 

The report also cites data from the U.S. Education Department's National Postsecondary Student Aid Study that show that 6 percent of all low-income students attend private for-profit institutions, compared with 2 percent of middle-income students and 1 percent of high-income students. 

The report says that there appears to be an "increased stratification by students' income, meaning that low-income students are increasingly attending two-year and non-degree-granting institutions." If low-income students are unable to go to four-year colleges and obtain a bachelor's degree, the report says, "their aspirations and achievements will be limited." 

The Pell Institute plans to make the report available on its Website soon.
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