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The SWASAP Board Meeting was held May 15-16 in Dallas, Texas. The Board addressed many issues/concerns that affect ODSA, SWASAP and TRIO in general.  ODSA was represented by Deborah Binkley Jackson, Deborah Evers (also serves as an ELI co-chair), Scott Cady, and Brina Ford.  Deborah Evers (co-chair), Tony Lehrling and Rosario Riley participated in the ELI training. Mary Huckleberry was unable to attend due to family emergency.
Listed below are ‘highlights’ of what was reported at the SWASAP Board Meeting:

· President Ruth Johnson reported as follows:
· SWASAP will award 13k in student scholarships this spring (Regional, Walter O. Mason, and Ronnie Brooks).  *Recipients listed below.
· The Region has staffed a committee to establish and administer international access for SWASAP student participants.
· The Region plans to promote and sponsor student participation in COE’s Study Abroad Program.
· SWASAP will continue to provide grants to each of the states (up to 2k per state) to increase participation in the COE Policy Seminar.
President Johnson also reported her attendance of the following associations’ conferences in the SWASAP Region:  Veteran’s Upward Bound in Oklahoma City, OK; TASSSP in Galveston, TX; ODSA in Oklahoma City, OK; and LASAP in Lafayette, LA.  President Johnson also had the opportunity to address the members at the National Veterans Upward Bound Conference on 18 March Awards Luncheon.
· President –Elect Jerry Thomas attended the Arkansas Association of Student Assistance Program Spring Leadership Institute and gave a SWASAP conference update and participated in a panel discussion.  President-Elect Thomas also highlighted the progress of conference planning and will continue to plan and prepare for the 2008 SWASAP Conference (November 15 – 19, 2008 in Hot Springs, Arkansas).  Highlights from his report are as follows:
· Conference committee chairs met at the Arlington Hotel in Hot Springs, Arkansas on May 1-2, 2008.
· Updates to C-vent have been made and conference registration should be launched by June 1, 2008.
· Invited Dr. Arnold Mitchem and Dr. Linda Byrd Johnson to the conference.
· The 2008 SWASAP Community Service Project will be coordinated with a program called the “Heifer Project.” Additional information will be presented by the August SWASAP Board meeting.
· Mailed “Save the Date” invitation to SWASAP Membership.
· Has made arrangements for roundtrip shuttle transportation for SWASAP members between the hotel and the airport. Cost is currently set at $35.00 per person.
· Past-President John Tucker attended Arkansas Association of Student Assistance Program Spring Leadership Institute.  He also attended SWASAP Conference planning meeting at the Arlington Hotel in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and continues to work diligently to ensure that SWASAP meets Fair Share goals through coordinating with state Fair Share coordinators and Alvin Phillips from COE.
· Treasurer Kris Simpson reported that SWASAP has a healthy balance of $69,138.48, which is on track with previous years.  Ms. Simpson also reported that she is still collecting money for the conference from programs that could not remit until after the conference. The 2007 SWASAP audit is in the process of being completed by Harrison Clerget, CPA.
· Secretary Ava Foy reported on the Membership Committee and plans for an upcoming membership drive.
SWASAP Notes:

· Each State President/Representative gave reports on their state organizations and recent activities.
· Deborah Evers reported that the ELI training was very successful and looks forward to working with such a strong group of leaders.  
· John Tucker reported on Fair Share for the region highlighted accomplishments and encouraged personal contributions.
· The scholarship committee met, read and scored 190 applications.  $12, 500 in scholarships were awarded to 25 applicants.  The committee awarded 5 Ronnie Brooks Scholarships in the amount of $500 each and 20 SWASAP Scholarships in the amount of $500 each.  Recipients by state are as follows:  Arkansas (9), Louisiana (3), New Mexico (1), Oklahoma (11) and Texas (1).
· Margaret Faust submitted a report on behalf of the Ethics Committee advising their recommendation to have legal counsel review the SWASAP Code of Ethics Handbook to see if any language updates are needed.
· The SWASAP Board reviewed two proposal presentations by Dallas Marriott Quorum Hotel and Corpus Christi Omni Hotel for the 2009 SWASAP Conference Site.  After the presentations and discussion the majority of the Board voted to accept the proposal of the Corpus Christi Omni Hotel. There were no votes opposing the proposal, and Deborah Binkley-Jackson voted to abstain.
· The next SWASAP Board Meeting will be held on August 14-15 in Dallas, TX.
Respectfully Submitted,

Scott Cady and Brina Ford

SWASAP Representatives
